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Italian Children with Dyslexia are also
Poor in Reading English Words, but
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It has been argued that children with dyslexia (DC) are poor at learning a foreign |
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(L2) and, in particular, reading foreign words. This assumption is so general that an ltalian
law (law 170, October, 2010) has established that DC may be completely exempted from
foreign language learning and, in any case, should not be engaged in tuition via written
material. However, evidence of L2 difficulties of DC is scarce and, in particular, absent for
Italian children learning English. This absence of data is problematic, as it precludes information
on the pattern of weaknesses and strengths, which could be found in DC. The present paper
assessed these issues by administering an English word and pseudoword reading test to 23 DC
and to 23 control chlldren matched for age, gender schoohng and Q. The pattems of dlﬁculue:
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A case study of an English-Japanese bilingual with
monolingual dyslexia
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Abstract

We report the case of AS, a 16 year-old English/Japanese bilingual boy, whose reading/
writing difficulties are confined to English only. AS was born in Japan to a highly literate
Australian father and English mother, and goes to a Japanese selective senior high school in
Japan. His spoken language at home is English. AS’s reading in logographic Japanese Kanji
and syllabic Kana is equivalent to that of Japanese undergraduates or graduates. In contrast,
his performance in various reading and writing tests in English as well as tasks involving
phonological processing was very poor, even when compared to his Japanese contemporaries.
Yet he has no problem with letter names or letter sounds, and his phoneme categorisation is
well within the normal range of English native speakers. In order to account for our data that
show a clear dissociation between AS’s ability to read English and Japanese, we put forward
the *hypothesis of granularity and transparency’. It is postulated that any language where
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